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Fundraising (continued) 

OPEN THINKING PARTNERSHIP 

(A company limited by guarantee) 

TRUSTEES' REPORT (CONTINUED) 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2024 

The name of Open Thinking Partnership is protected by our processes of overseeing any charitable event which 
is being held by a third party. We seek agreement for the publicity and the Chief Operations Officer checks any 
materials before they are released and reports to other senior team members. 

We use social media to seek donations to support our fundraising but do not make any direct approaches to 
private individuals thus ensuring vulnerable people are not subject to intrusive requests. 

During the last year The Fusion Academy has also benefited from donations in kind for support to the school. 
This has included for example, undertaking grounds work maintenance. 

Plans for future periods 

Key priorities include: 

• To ensure the schools within our multi-academy trust provide high quality education for all the children and

young people on roll.

• To work in partnership with the local school community and local authority to improve SEND provision and

in turn therefore outcomes for all pupils but particularly for SEND pupils.

• To work in partnership with others to grow Open Thinking Partnership over the next three to five years, to

include increasing the schools in the partnership initially up to three and to put plans in place for more over

the longer term.

• To ensure Outreach provided by the Open Thinking Partnership supports the inclusion of children and

young people within mainstream providers locally as well as providing specialist support within the schools

of the trust.

Funds held as custodian on behalf of others 

The Open Thinking Partnership (a multi-academy trust) was registered from 1 August 2020 and is currently 
responsible for two schools: Dorothy Goodman School and The Fusion Academy. 

Disclosure of information to auditors 

Insofar as the trustees are aware: 

• there is no relevant audit information of which the charitable company's auditors are unaware, and
• that trustees have taken all steps that they ought to have taken to make themselves aware of any

relevant audit information and to establish that the auditors are aware of that information.

The Trustees' report, incorporating a strategic report, was approved by order of the Board of Trustees, as 
the company directors, on 2 December 2024 and signed on its behalf by: 

Christopher White 
Chair of Trustees 
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OPEN THINKING PARTNERSHIP 

(A company limited by guarantee) 

GOVERNANCE STATEMENT (CONTINUED) 

Approved by order of the members of the Board of Trustees on 2 December 2024 and signed on their behalf 
by: 

Christopher White 
Chair of Trustees 

Janet Thompson 
Accounting Officer 
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OPEN THINKING PARTNERSHIP 

(A company limited by guarantee) 

STATEMENT OF REGULARITY, PROPRIETY AND COMPLIANCE 

As accounting officer of Open Thinking Partnership, I have considered my responsibility to notify the academy 
trust Board of Trustees and the Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA) of material irregularity, impropriety 
and non-compliance with terms and conditions of all funding, including for estates safety and management, 
under the funding agreement between the academy trust and the Secretary of State for Education. As part of 
my consideration I have had due regard to the requirements of the Academy Trust Handbook 2023, including 
responsibilities for estates safety and management. 

I confirm that I and the academy trust Board of Trustees are able to identify any material irregular or improper 
use of all funds by the academy trust, or material non-compliance with the terms and conditions of funding 
under the academy trust's funding agreement and the Academy Trust Handbook 2023. 

I confirm that no instances of material irregularity, impropriety or funding non-compliance have been discovered 
to date. If any instances are identified after the date of this statement, these will be notified to the Board of 
Trustees and ESFA. 

Janet Thompson 
Accounting Officer
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OPEN THINKING PARTNERSHIP 

(A company limited by guarantee) 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS TO THE MEMBERS OF OPEN 
THINKING PARTNERSHIP (CONTINUED) 

Reporting Council's website at: www.frc.orq.uk/auditorsresponsibilities. This description forms part of our 
Auditors' report. 

Use of our report 

This report is made solely to the charitable comapny's members, as a body, in accordance with Chapter 3 of 
Part 16 of the Companies Act 2006. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the 
charitable company's members those matters we are required to state to them in an Auditors' report and for no 
other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other 
than the charitable company and the charitable company's members, as a body, for our audit work, for this 
report, or for the opinions we have formed. 

Leigh Dudley FCCA (Senior Statutory Auditor) 

for and on behalf of 

Ellacotts Audit Services Limited 

Countrywide House 
23 West Bar 
Banbury 
Oxfordshire 
OX16 9SA 
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