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30th August 2024

INTRODUCTION

Hello All,

Welcome to all our new parents, and welcome back to those of you who have been part of
the Fusion family for a while. We hope you've had a fantastic summer break. Our first few
days have been the usual exclomations of how tall everyone has gotten over the summer,
and stories of the fantastic experiences you've given them during their break.

This year, the newsletter will be done slightly differently. We will be releasing the
newsletter on the last Friday of every month, so we can give you the best insight into
what the children and young people are doing in school.

In Key Stage 4 this year, some of the students will be taking their accreditations, and the
others will be starting their two year preparations. This week, it's been great to see how
lots of the students have started their learning, and we know they'll continue that
through the year. Due to the nature of gaining accreditations, and to support their future
development, we will be sending some work home for the students to complete. We know
this is an extra challenge, but we do ask that you support us in helping them engage with
this learning.

Due to lunch times changing, we will be starting a toast club at breaktime. In the first
instance this will be from Year 9 upwards, as we get it set up. We will then roll this out to
the whole school, once it has shown it is working. Please feel free to still continue to send
snacks in if your child would like you to.

We're both looking forward to what the year is going to bring for the young people, and
can't wait to see the amazing work and projects they produce over the year.

Have a great weekend,

Katie & Tunde



& GENESIS - Aimee W

What an exciting first week!

Everyone has loved having all of the
students back and hearing all about
their summer holidays. We have seen
some lovely interactions between
students, both new and old. We are
excited to observe their friendships
growing through this half term.

We have started looking at ‘Ada
Twist, Scientist’ and the students
have shown a real interest in the
story and enjoyed having a
science focus across all subjects.
We have seen some brilliant
floating/sinking experiments,
Lego boats and imaginative sea
animal play. We are looking
forward to planning and carrying
out our own Science experiments
inspired by Ada Twist.

It has been a brilliont start to the year! Our new starters have done an amazing job of
settling in and making friends.

As part of our ‘We are scientists’ theme for this half term, we have been trying our hands
at o few experiments. The students have made lava lomps and made Lego boats that
floated extremely well.

They have wowed us with their ability to decode Roman numerals and apply this to
questions and gomes.

We look forward to achieving lots of wonderful things this year.



CALIPSO - Christina

We had a fantastic first week! The young people in our class have been developing new
friendships and actively engaging in new topics. We have
been exploring a new text ‘Wonder’ and making inferences
about the main character and possible events. Students have
been able to use their inference skills to form questions they
want to know about the events and characters in the novel.

In Maths, we have been using different representations to
solve mental arithmetic. Students have been using their own
representations when solving different calculations.

During Science, we have been exploring how to use a light
microscope. Students have been able to apply knowledge to
label the different parts of the microscope and use the
different magnifications to investigate the specimens.

In our Enrichment lesson, we have been developing our social
communication skills and building friendships. Students have
been able to engage with new and current friends to learn a
new game and play cooperatively.

What an amazing first week back! The young people have
engaged really well in their learning and are excited to be
studying new things in Year 7. In English, we have started reading
the book ‘Wonder’, learning about the main character Auggie.
We have made predictions about the book and used evidence
from the text to create first impressions about the characters.
The young people have been really excited about Science and
learning about cells; we've learned how to use a microscope and
looked ot different types of cells. In Enrichment, students are
practising being the next Alan Sugar and will be creating a
smoothie business - | wonder who'll be fired!lll In Citizenship,
we are looking at ‘People who changed the World’ and are
looking forward to learning about some inspirational people.




RANGER - Zak

What an amazing first week back at schooll Ranger
students did lots of ‘Get to know each other’ activities on
Tuesday and it's safe to say that new friendships have
been made! Our Teaching Assistants, Cat and Rebecca
have also enjoyed their first week at Fusion in Ranger Class
as well as myself and the students.

On Wednesday, we started looking at converting fractions
to decimals and percentages in Maths. During English
lessons this week, we have verbally analysed the front
cover of the book ‘A Monster Calls' which we will be
studying and we have started to predict what the book
might be about and we are excited to start reading it next week to see if it is true.
Throughout Science, we have started looking at how we breathe and the digestive
system. In Citizenship, we are researching different festivals celebrated around the world
and why people celebrate them. During PE, we have been learning about how it is
important to make sure we focus on our mental health and our mind, as well as our
physical health and the body. We enjoyed playing the warm up game ‘Zak Says’ which was
a form of ‘Simon Says' and the games ‘Back to Base’ and ‘Grandmother's Footsteps'. It
was nice to enjoy the weather and play games together on the field.

We are looking forward to doing our first Computing, Art, Music and Enrichment lessons
soon! Enrichment is a new subject where we might get some time to do some personal
projects, for example doing some more cooking. Citizenship is also a new subject on the
timetable this year which incorporates aspects of RE, History, Geography and PSHE. It
has been a wonderful first week back and the students in Ranger have been respectful as
they have followed the routines and expectations of the classroom really well. | look
forward to next week and the rest of the academic year teaching Ranger students.

We have had a great first week in Viking and the
students have been doing really well. We have
particularly enjoyed learning how to progrom Micro:bits
in Computing.

We have also been watching the film ‘A Monster Calls’ in
readiness for our new English unit based on the theme
of Fragile Families.

In Science, we have started to learn about Lungs and the
Gaos Exchange System. We made model lungs using bottles, balloons and strows to help
us to understand how they function.




ACE - Simon, Vicki and Karen

Ace has made such a wonderful start
to Year 9 well donel The students have
adapted very well to the change in
teacher and new routines.

In English, we have started to find out
background information about our
new topic around the text ‘Long Way
Down'’ before we start to read it next
week.

During Forest School, we have been refreshing our knowledge of our
tool talks and have started to prepare wood to make a 3 legged stool. We will be learning
how to use larger drills for the legs.

We have also been learning about integers, real, rational and irrational numbers and will
continue to do so for the next few Maths lessons.

The new art and design project focuses on interior design. This week, the young people in
Ace explored what the Danish style Hygee was like.

We have had an amazing start back at school in New
Horizons. The students have adapted to the new
timetable well and are getting used to the structure
of adults in their rooms. We have started our
computing unit creating codes to make our ‘farm bot’
look after the field by weeding, planting and
preparing. In English, we have started to find out
background information about our new topic around
the text ‘Long Way Down’ before we start to read it
next week.

We have been refreshing our knowledge of our tool
talks and have started to prepare wood to make a 3
legged stool in Forest School. We will be learning how
to use larger drills for the legs.

The art and design project focuses on interior
design. This week, the young people in New Horizons
explored what the Danish style Hygee was like and
created mood boards to show images that inspired
them.

Throughout Maths, we have been learning about integers, real, rational and irrational
numbers and will continue to do so for the next few lessons.

We are looking forward to our first Science practical lesson.



KS4 English - Sam P and
Jenni

A great first week in English! All
students have shown brilliant
concentration and patience at the
start of the week by following
instructions to put together their
English folders. Mariner, AqQuarius,
Pioneer and Swift have started to
explore their first topic ‘Into the
Unknown’ and they seemed quite
excited about some of the lessons we
will be doing in this block.

Similarly, Stardust has become
focused on their ‘Power and Conflict’
topic with some great discussions
about different types of power and
how it can be used and abused.

Uncovering the Unknown
Delve into a selection of unexplained and supernatural phenomenocn across time

Basic summary of

‘You will explore a range of

non-fiction texts to .

investigate how language
is used to uncover the

topic.

unknown.

Bullet points of topic
e Explore unexplained events throughout history
including witches, murders and ghostly sightings.
Investigate different reporting methods and how.

information is presented.

Language for
learning:

Bias - cause to feel or show
inclination or prejudice for or
against someene or something

Sensationalism = e

Skills

Critical reading of
texts.

Comparing primary
and secondary
sources.

Analysing how
language is used for
purpose and audience.

Interesting facts

While Friday the 13th is
considered unlucky in many
countries, in Spain it's actually
Tuesday the 13th

Whistling at night is bad luck
in South Korea because it will
let ghosts and bad spirits
notice your presence

presentation of stories in a
way that is intended 10
provoke public interest or
excitement.

Home learning / further research.
Research local reportings of ‘unexplained’
events.
https://iwww.bbe.co.ukileicester/content/articles/2006
110/27/leicestershires_most_haunted_feature.shtml

Power and Conflict
Explore a variety of texts linked by the theme of power and conflict.

Basic summary of

Analyse the
purpose of different
texts exploring
power & conflict.

topic. .

Bullet points of topic
Explore a selection of articles, speeches and
poetry from different periods of time linked by the
themes of power and conflict.

Investigate how language is used to achieve
different responses from the audience.

Language for
learning:

Propaganda: deliberately
misleading information to
promote a particular
cause

Skills

Understanding
different ways to
express points of view.
Comparing themes
across texts.
Analysing how
language is used for
purpose and audience.

Interesting facts

The Doctor who episode “War
of the Sontarans” was based

on the famous poem “Charge
of the Light Brigade™ which is
about the Crimean war.

Rhetoric: language
designed to have a
persuasive or impressive
effect.

Home learning / further research.

Watch the news regularly and keep up-to-date with
conflict and social issues around the world

https //www bbc co uk/news

We have made a great start in Maths this \

term already... starting with data and
statistics. Already there have been
lessons to recap keywords, working
together to match those up, learning

about different types of data and how it
looks (for example census — population

— sample then random sample) and then

Stardust class beginning to calculate
stratified samples as part of their
working towards qualifications.

Next week we will be looking ot how to

represent the data that is collected with various different types of charts.




KS4 Science - Nic and Tam

Those on the two year pathway have started the GCSE
Synergy Science which will give two GCSEs. Students
have been looking at solid, liquid, gases and the
different arrangements of the particles, then changes in
their densities between those different states. This
photo shows the young

person using playdough to model this.

The young people on the 1year pathway
have commenced their GCSE Physics studies.

We have seen some fabulous focus well donel

Students from the Pioneer tutor group have made an impressive start to the new school
year, settling in with great enthusiasm and focus. Our Key Stage 4 students have shown
fantastic energy in their PE lessons, diving straight into competitive games of Capture
the Flag, where they've enjoyed battling it out in friendly competition. Alongside their
physical activities, students have also embarked on their two-year journey of
accreditation lessons showing a strong commitment and determination to excel in their
studies. It's been a promising start, and we're excited to see what they will achieve this
year!

KS4 Design - Anne

In Art and Design this year, we have begun 2 new qualifications:

Bronze Arts Award - The young people will have the opportunity to choose the skills they
wish to develop. They have made a fantastic start already in the first few days.

Btec Art and Design Tech Award - We have now been able to introduce more Design

Technology to the curriculum which means all our KS4 young people will have the chance
to gain a Btec qualification in this subject. We have already begun a “wood project” which
will also include some electronics work.




Enrichment - Penny and Jenni

We are looking forward to providing lots of exciting Enrichment opportunities for our
whole school this year!

We are looking at lots of engaging activities and opportunities both within school and in
the wider community.

If any of our supporters are involved with any projects or services that our students may
be able to get involved with, please contact Jenni on
jenniferjohnson@thefusionacademy.co.uk

e-safety

Please see the below link for the e-safety newsletter:

https://openthinkingpartnership.co.uk/cotegory/e-safety/

October Half Term Break: Monday 21st October - Tuesday 29th October 2024
School Opens: Wednesday 30th October 2024

School closes for Christmas: Friday 20th December 2024

School Opens: Tuesday 7th January 2025

https://openthinkingpartnership.co.uk/fusion-academ

office@thefusionacademy.co.uk
Contact Number: 01455 243689




