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24th March 2023

Dear Parents,

| om very pleased to announce that Tunde Read and Katie
Noon will be acting as Co-heads of Fusion Academy until
the end of the academic year 2023-2024. We have made
this decision based on their demonstrable skills and
impact within Fusion Academy and believe they can
provide stable leadership supported by Kelly Dryden who
will continue as Executive Headteacher. Mark Wilson will
also be remaining to support until the end of the year.
They will continue to ensure the school values and ethos
are upheld and will do their utmost to support your young
people in gaining the best possible education while
attending our school. They will both be available for you
to meet on Parents evening next week.

Yours sincerely,
Janet Thompson

CEO/Executive Headteacher



Hi All,

Spring is finally herel The sun is out, the daffodils are blooming and the school is full of
vibrant energy. We have spent a lot of time outside, in the forest with a Friday fire
rounding out the week. The contrast to this time two weeks ago is stark!

This week, | had the pleasure of working one to one with a number of students on varying
projects of learning. One project was with Lukas, who explained to me he wanted to
create the perfect vanilla milkshake. Each day, during his lunchtime, Lukas worked with
me to adapt his recipe, make suggestions and eventually created his ideal milkshake -
perfect for the sunny weather.

Talking about sunny weather, Freddie and | had to record a video postcard from Hawaii
and Harry and Tatiana were able to use colourful semantics to write some wonderful
sentences about activities they might do on holiday.

Wednesday saw many of our young people interviewed for roles around the school as
part of our careers initiative. The staff completing the interviews were hugely impressed
with the effort, maturity and professionalism of all those being interviewed. Those who
were successful will find out next week what their roles will be and how often they will be
needed.

Two important dates for next week:
Wednesday - Parents’ Evening

You should have received your timings from the office. We are all looking forward to
sharing the fantastic work your children have been doing this term.

Friday - Whole School Reward

The young people will be getting a special lunch of pizza, with the pizzas sourced from
local business, Chris's Fish and Chips in Barwell. The students chose to support a local
business from our community to help them celebrate their achievements as a whole
school.

| hope you have a wonderful weekend,

Tunde



We have done so much fantastic learning this week. The young
people have embraced the carousel approach to activities in
the main classroom for Maths and English, and are starting to
adjust to our quiet leaf learning room for their new learning.
Maverick has loved making time machines, and changing the
dates for us so we can experience different time periods. Alfie
has spent so much time on his Lego stop motion video and
has shown some very creative digital skills. Honnaoh and
Tatiana have been doing some extra Maths work with Katie in
the mornings and they always leave the learning space with a smile on their faces. Harry
has wow'd us some more with his playdough skills and dinosaur knowledge, and James
has started to invite Tatiana to play a game with him at the end of his SALT sessions with
Michelle.

Here are some photos we captured of fun dress up, sensory play, Maths and English. So
much lovely progress is being made, well done Juno and enjoy your weekend!

GENESIS

We have had yet another fun week in Genesis! We have been exploring some big activities,
including comparing decimals with huge resources! Bello, EOmund and Joe really
enjoyed this and were even able to work out how to round decimal numbers to the
nearest whole number!

We have been working on writing postcards this week. EOmund wrote a lovely postcard
with colloquial longuage, while Freddie recorded a video postcard.

Bella has been working on her imagination this week. She enjoyed working on the
imagination station and comparing her perspective to others. The class all really enjoyed
playing “Consequences” with Tom. It was lovely to see them all giggling together.
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We really enjoyed our PE session this week with Simon, the Sports Coach from Dorothy
Goodman school:

And we are still working hard on Fractions in Maths and Recounts and Diary Entries in
English. In Science, we worked out that it takes a lot longer to boil a cup of water in a
microwave than in a kettle whilst investigating the energy efficiency of different
household appliances.

CALIPSO

We have been working on understanding converting metric units and
measuring perimeter and area in maths this week. Students learned
how to calculate measurements for compound shapes.

In English, we have been working on writing stories set on islands.
Students are improving their editing and proof-reading skills to make
changes to their own work.

Science has tested our maths skills too as we have been learning how
to calculate and represent energy loss when we use electric
applionces. We conducted an experiment to compare the efficiency
of kettles and microwaves
to heat water.
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SHARON

In our upper school Art lessons, we have started to look ot how we can use Abstraction in
our Still Life art.

In our Life Skills lessons, we have continued to learn about food budgeting. On Friday we
made Ranchero Pie, which used low cost ingredients that you are likely to have at home.
We have also been looking at the leftover ingredients that we have in our student cooking
room and we used websites that generate recipes. We are looking forward to cooking our
recipes using leftovers next week.

In Social Communication time, we have continued to focus on teamwork. This week, we
were so much more successful when doing the ‘Water Carry’ task than when we did it the
previous week. We learnt that when we worked together to come up with a group plan and
used our teamwork skills, everyone was more successful. We have also worked on
‘oerspective taking' and some of us took part in role play, where we looked at a scenario
or event, and acted out how other people might react and discussed how they might feel.
On Wednesday during our careers session, we considered the difference between skills
and qualities, whilst looking ot different jobs. &

Lower school students have been working
through their boat themed media projects.
Students made pirate role play costumes for
videos, some discovered stop motion
animations and others created movies using
the skills learned previously. We had great fun in
Genesis “picture consequences”’, where each
student drew the hat, then passed it on to
someone else to draw the head, repeating until
you end with a finished person. Bella enjoyed it
so much that she even played it ot homel

Upper school students have been making their animations
and checking in with their project progress and using all the
camera angles, sound and script work to good use to create
something much more professional looking than previous
projects. Animation techniques have been used to good effect
too for those using that media format.




ALICE

This week in English, we have started writing our own stories set in the future. There have
been some fantastic ideas and everyone has been very creative. Jacob C has made a
great start to his story which is based in a world where a meteorite has hit. He has used
some good examples of descriptive language to create imagery as welll Connie, Edward
and Theo have also worked very hard on theirs, and | can't wait for them to be finished
next week.

In Life Skills, we have been practising fulfilling different roles in the kitchen. We practised
this by making hot chocolate on Monday, before moving on to make mug cakes on
Tuesday. Everyone really enjoyed these. For the final week of this term, we will be having a
party and making some food and drinks to enjoy, so hopefully we will have lots of great
photos.

. In maths this week, we have continued our
learning of scale factors with Pathway 2 groups 2
and 3 and inverse proportion with the other
groups. Great use of concrete resources to
represent direct proportion with Zane, Callum
and Caleb using dinosaurs and counters;
bananas and coins.

Jacob C also worked very hard on inverse
proportion and we used lots of resources and
“table top" learning to help with the knowledge.

In Social Communication with Swift class,
students have focussed on careers and
completing our CV writing in time for interviews
for work experience jobs that they applied for.



It has been great for peer support and working together in Social Communication,
English and Life Skills this week.

At the start of the week, some students were invited to interview for volunteer

opportunities around school. Leah supported Luke in preparing for his interview by

doing some practice questions. Later in the week, Felix stepped up to represent Stardust

at the School Council meeting so that Leah could participate in cooking. During our

PSHE lessons, Stardust students did some market research in upper school to help them

decide on the best business enterprise idea. I'm super proud of all of them for working
together to support each other.

. In English this week, we have been looking at how mood is

. created. Students in Pathway 1 Group 1T had some really
mature discussions about how different images and texts
made them feel and were able to support their views with
clear reasoning and evidence. A special shout out to Henry in
Pathway 1 Group 2, as this week he has fully embraced the
lessons and showed real enthusiasm in his learning.

In Life Skills this week, we have been
considering the processes by which our food gets to the supermarkets
and what new technologies are being used to help in the global food
chain. We also used the BBC follow-the-food carbon calculator to reflect
on the environmental impact of our food choices. On Thursday, we
made chicken nuggets which students enjoyed eating for their break

time snack. %f\@ o

This week Pathway 1 Groups have been learning about domestic electricity and the
National Grid. Pathway 2 Groups have been learning about the electromagnetic spectrum
and some of the uses and dangers of different electromagnetic waves. With both
pathway groups, we are getting close to the end of our topics so we have been adding in
more revision style questions to check our understanding of the whole topic.

We also managed to test the mini bath bombs we made last week, and there were some
wonderful colours, fizzing and fragrances released, allowing us to make lots of useful and
fun observations.




The Fusion Academy Reward Tickets

Students can earn tickets for doing things that are ‘above and beyond'. For example,
for doing some amazing work, behaving really well, or doing something especially kind
or helpful. When the whole school earns 100 tickets, we all get a reward.

Tickets have been earned this week by:

Cameron Felix Alfie S

Luke Connie Jude

Axel Emilia Riley

Owen Sol Henry

Jacob K Theo

Well donel

Overall Ticket Total = 27

Parent Survey

Pleose see the link below to complete the Parent Survey. We kindly ask for this to be
completed by Sunday 23rd April:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSebi4lgzfR46IFAosUQ-joQD?Y7dpbl7é6ySsxU-
ui/boHs40Osw/viewform?usp=sf _link




Careers & Work experience information

* This week as part of our careers education, we have held our first
student interviews for our new student roles that will be starting
ofter Easter. By no surprise, our students took to the task incredibly
professionally, submitting their CVs that they have been working on,
attending their interview and answering questions from the panel.
We are just finalising our feedback from the interviews and will share
our newly appointed student employees with their roles next week.

* Also don't forget about our ‘Moving on Event’ taking place next
Thursday 30th March. The event is being held at Dorothy Goodman
School, Barwell Lane, LE10 1SS from 3:30 - 6pm. It is a great
opportunity to meet providers and local organisations that can
support our students in their next steps when they leave The Fusion
Academy.

We hope to see you there, please don't hesitate to contact us if you have
any queries.
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DiarylDaties

% Parents’ Evening: Wednesday 29th March

* Moving on Event (ot Dorothy Goodman School LE10 1SS). Thursday 30th March




