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27th Jonuary 2023

Hi All,

It's been another great week for us at Fusion with plenty of brilliant learning happening
across the school. One of our students has taken the enterprising approach to his love
of sport by attempting to organise a staff football match, with Fusion taking on Dorothy
Goodman. So far, he has rounded up his squad and has emailed DGS for a response.

Another student is already preparing himself for Fusion Fest as he's found a new love for
cooking donuts. His experimental donuts were a hit amongst staff and peers, as he
cooked up treats for all who wanted them. The social engagement on show was fantastic
and we can't wait to share them with the families at Fusion Fest in the summer.

In upper school, the students are learning about being mentors/mentees and there have
been lots of discussions about what this means and how we support one another when
teaching them about our interests.

We have also seen our new upper school common room have new expectations created
by the students themselves. After some fantastic discussions with their chosen
spokesperson, agreements have been made as to how the common room will be used
and why certain expectations need to be in place. Again, further opportunities for
self-advocacy and community amongst the young people of Fusion.

Just a reminder that next Thursday 2nd February is our Parent Workshop, giving you the
chance to see some of the things we do at school and also ask any questions around our
new curriculum and its focus on social communication.

With regards to next week’s strike action, a letter will be sent out separately to the
newsletter explaining what will be happening at TFA.

As always, | hope you enjoy a peaceful and restful weekend,

Tunde



It's been ‘Welcome to cafe Juno' this week! The students have all enjoyed making cups of
tea and cakes, and serving them in our role play areo.

We had a very important and special day to celebrate on Wednesday, with it being Jomes’
birthday. What better way to celebrate than to have a party. It was lovely to see how
nicely they played the party gomes and cheered each other on.

In Science, we finally erupted our volcanoes and began looking at how fossils are formed
- we even had a go at making our own!

When asked if all homework should be banned, we all shouted YES!! But, as our topic was
balanced arguments in English, we managed to think of reasons why it shouldn't.

Annabelle is back with us next week and we all can't wait to see herl Have a great
weekend ©

GENESIS

What a super week we have had! From making metamorphic “choc” to building bridges in
the forest, the class have worked so well as a team throughout the week. We combined
Science and Computing, with Tom joining us to create Science Experiment movies on the
iPads.

Throughout our lessons, we have seen some wonderful demonstrations of patience,
empathy and compassion, with the students showing a higher level of understanding of
each other’'s needs.




We've been very busy in Gateway again this week. On Tuesday, we made some delicious
quiches as part of our Life Skills unit about Horticulture. We found that people can make
a living by selling delicious food, such as quiches and scones at farm shops!

We used a Ray Box to find out about Total Internal Reflection in Science and in Maths, we
have been brushing up our addition and subtraction skills.

CALIPSO

Calipso class has had a very busy and tiring week!
We started off on Monday talking
about the Chinese New Year, tried
. to do some mandarin writing then
- Ady and Mark made air dough
models of dragons.
On Tuesday, most of the class and
Jayden went to the outdoor
pursuits centre again. They
enjoyed kayaking, climbing the huge pole and
team-building. They didn't enjoy getting cold
and wet though! We saw so much teamwork from
the students and they were even helping each
other and calling encouragement when their
peers needed it.
On Wednesday morning, the students
colloborated together to make a circuit for the
floor is lava. They were all so good at getting
- across without touching the floor
that they were challenged to make
it harder! -




SHARON

In our Art and Design lessons, we have enjoyed
having choice in our arts activities based -
on our theme of Journeys. Some of us are ﬁ
creating digital art, whilst others are using /// & “arr
more traditional methods such as painting, \‘f {

sculpture and textiles.
k \\ A

In Life Skills, Pathway 2 Group 2 students have continued to learn about healthy eating.
Everyone in the group has planned out the ingredients and step by step method for
making a salad in a jar based on the Eatwell Guide. We are looking forward to making
these on Friday afternoon.

In Viking during our Social Communication time, we have focussed on learning about
conflict; what it is, what causes it and how we can resolve it. We have had some good
discussion time and practised breathing exercises.

Upper school students have been making videos, with Pathway 1 groups working on news
reports and Pathway 2 making video reviews. There has been lots of creativity and
humour included so far, with some making videos perfectly and editing them very
carefully.

Lower school students have been working through the Media topic too, making posters
and editing videos that explain their experiments in science.

Gen 1

Calipso and Gateway classes have been working on Hello this is the start of the series of Pokemon there
their interactive systems, with a voriety of are 151 Pokemon the games where the games are
informotive, educational and fun systems being Pokemon Red Blue Green and Yellow. The starters
made. We have students making football information
systems that tell people about premiership teams,
interactive games, “choose your own adventure”
stories using Twine, and quizzes about dog breeds
too.

are Charmander Squirtle Bulbasaur and Pikachu

Dylon made a lot of people’s day by making doughnuts for
" lots of people around the school on Thursday this week,

.| not a single person disliked them, and most people wanted
the recipe.




This week in English, Pathway 2 have been continuing with their work on ‘The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe' with particular focus on how C.S. Lewis reveals Narnia through
the wardrobe. Students have been asked to design a video game this term, and this week
they have been describing their settings. There have been some excellent comments
about how new worlds are written about in the novel, and there have been some good
examples from students. There has been particular focus on how to use adjectives and |
have seen an improvement in longuage use as students have begun to recognise the
importance of a varied vocabulary. Caden in particular has written a great description
and showed a lot of patience when proofreading and independently improving his work.

In Life Skills, we have been learning about first aid. Students were able to identify hazards
and recognised the importance of keeping themselves safe which built on our work on
health and safety from last week. They also demonstrated their ability to put others in
the recovery position and how to bandage severe bleeding. It was great to see most of
the students had taken this seriously and approached this task maturely. They also
looked at burns, minor cuts, CPR and how to call the emergency services. There were
some great role plays from Caleb, Zane and Callum demonstrating several of these skills.

We have had lots of hands-on lessons again in maths this week. Pathway 2 groups have
focused on volume of shapes, so mainly using the click-cubes and magnetic tiles to look
at cubes, cuboids and prisms - lots of discussions around “what is a prism?", “explain to
me where you have seen prisms in real life" and then making them from the resources; we
also had great discussions around how group 2 separated the 3D shopes. Damon was
very concise with his explanations and used the word “tube” to explain how the shapes
were stretched between the two faces. Jacob K had recognised that the semi-sphere (or
hemi-sphere) and sphere were in their own group. Caleb has received a whole-school
token for aiming high when calculating the volume of random 3D shapes
- instead of just counting the cubes, he did some very complicated
calculations!

Pathway 1 groups have started to look ot ratios and
apply their number skills in a different format. We have
used sweets and chocolate (amongst other
non-perishable items) to show how ratios can be
represented and how to divide amounts into ratios so
far; this topic will link to the previous when we also
look at ratios of lengths and ratios of areas too. [The
open-top 3D shapes also came in handy for Felix and
@ Owen to investigate the volume of pyramids ... s the 1
volume of their relevant 3D prisms e.g. the volume ofa ==
cone is ¥ a cylinder - they put water into a cone and '
poured this into a cylinder of the same dimensions,
= diameter and height, and managed to fit it 3 times].




SAM

We have had lots of fun this week in English with students taking on
the role of ‘'mentor’ from our ‘Hero's Journey' topic. We began the week
considering what maokes a good mentor and selecting examples of
mentors from film, literature and real-life. On Wednesday and
Thursday, Pathway 1 students put their mentoring skills to the test by
teaching their fellow students (and the staff) a new skill. Luke taught
Owen o new board game called Ticket to Ride - he was such a good
mentor that Owen won the gamel Felix and Ethan coached Ashlee in
how to play chess and Ade taught his group how to play the Looney
Tunes theme tune on the keyboard.

During our Life Skills lessons this week, we have
been learning some first aid skills. Students have discussed the best
ways to manage burns, scalds and bleeding and had a go at using
their own first aid kits to administer first aid to each other in a range
of scenarios. The students particularly enjoyed practising the
recovery position with Tom and proving that with the right knowledge
you can help anyone.

In Social Communication this week, students in Stardust have been
focusing on current events including watching Newsround to learn
more about the King's Coronation next year and the Lunar New year.
They also had a great lesson on Wednesday learning about Burn's
Night and Lizzie even taught them some scottish reels.

We have had a great week of learning in science. Pathway 2 groups have been reflecting
on the work covered in our Energy topic and have completed focussed revision activities
and self assessments. It is always a wonderful opportunity for them to see the progress
they have made through the topic and realise what new knowledge they have gained!
Pathway 1 groups have been learning about insulation and conducted an investigation to
find out which material would be the best insulator for a beaker of hot water. No photos
sadly as we were too busy with our measurements, but students fully planned their
investigation then worked safely and sensibly and recorded a full set of results for
analysis. Well done everyonel



OTHER NEWS

The Fusion Academy Reward Tickets

Students can earn tickets for doing things that are ‘above and beyond'. For example,
for doing some amazing work, behaving really well, or doing something especially kind
or helpful. When the whole school earns 100 tickets, we all get a reward.

Tickets have been earned this week by:

Caleb Jay Edmund

Isaiah Jacob C

Lennon Ruby-Mae

Theo

Well donel

Overall Ticket Total =16

* Parents Workshop: Thur 2 Feb

* Parents’ Evening: Wed 29 March




