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INTRODUCTION

Hello all,

We've had another fantastic week of engagement from the students, as we continue our
foray into traditional tales. | have seen some amazing work in our primary department,
with volcanos, beanstalks and exploration the focus of the week. In upper school, they
are all getting used to their new common room space and are beginning to budget and
shop for parts for our new PCs - which they'll eventually build as part of some
collaborative work they'll be doing in their classes.

This term, our social curriculum has allowed for us to start attending more trips and
activities and we've seen some of our students attend the Leicester Outdoor Pursuits
Centre to work on their teamwork and resilience. It was a particularly wet and windy day
when they went, but all returned to school with huge smiles on their faces.

As part of our shift in assemblies, the lower school has started their celebration
assemblies on a Friday afternoon. During these assemblies, stoff and children will have
the chance to discuss and celebrate the achievements from the week. Eventually, we
would like to invite parents along to some of our special assemblies - so look out for
invites to those.

As always, | hope you enjoy a peaceful and restful weekend,

Tunde



What o jom-packed week we've had in Juno!

We've been continuing our learning with ‘Jack and the Beanstalk,
describing how the characters look and feel in the story and have been
looking at different strategies to help with our multiplication.

Our Geologist careers have continued with identifying anthropic rocks
and looking at how igneous rocks are formed. We decided a volcanic
explosion is the best way to learn about this so have been busy making
our own volcanoes ready to erupt!

As well as looking at how transport has changed over time in History,
our Social Communication subjects have seen us role-playing going to
the supermarket, planting our own beanstalks, maoking cloud dough and
paper planes, in addition to sculpting giant food using clay, growing rainbows and
earning kindness beans! Phew! Who knew we could have so much fun learning! Have a
great weekend! ©

GENESIS

We've had so much fun this week! Bella and Edmund have been playing in the shop to
work on their money skills, and then brought a restaurant into the classroom. Joe has
been working with Axel to make a bus stop and some tickets so we can practise catching
the bus into Hinckley. We took a walk down to our nearest bus stop to build familiarity
with the walking route and read the timetables. Next week, we're hoping to go into
Hinckley on the bus and order a drink at a cofe.

We've also written our own Mad-Libs version of ‘Jack and The Beanstalk'. You can see it
below.
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Another great week in Gateway! In Science, we have been finding out more about the
parts of the eye and their scientific names. Ruby made this excellent model which
illustraotes all the different parts.

In English, we have been writing a collaborative play script. Everybody
started with the same Scene: Planet Bob; and 2 characters called Jeff
and Walter. Walter has just arrived on Planet Bob in a spaceship. We then
each wrote some dialogue and swapped our play scripts around ofter
each line. The next person then added the next line of dialogue until our
own play scripts arrived back to us. We ended up with some very
entertaining plays which we then added Stage Directions to.

In Life Skills, we have been learning about Horticulture and Agriculture
and how we could develop skills in those areas that we can use in later
life, either in our careers or as relaxing hobbies.

In Art & Design this term, we are going to be making Dioramas of Stage Settings. We will
need shoe boxes for this so if any of you have any lurking around in cupboards and you
don't need them any more, please send them in.

CALIPSO

together and how to think and collaborate when there is

s we joined Gateway class. Teams needed to work together

In Calipso class we have been thinking about working

a group plan. We took turns speaking and listening to
one another to make a sensory circuit. Students worked
together with a partner to build and test a bridge. In PE,

to build a den to play the game. In English, we have been
practising and performing play scripts in small groups.
On Tuesday, some of the class went to Leicester
Outdoor Pursuits. Students took part in
‘crate-stacking’ as a team building exercise. They were
then able to show their individual skills in archery and
air-rifle shooting.




SHARON

In our Arts Award lessons, we have started our new project based on the theme of
‘Journeys’. We considered ideas linked to this theme and we each produced our own
moodboard based on what ‘Journeys’ means to us. During this half term, we will be
looking at the work of artists, designers and craftspeople that appeal to us and use their
artwork to inspire our own. The students have aolready started researching an artist of
their choice.

During our Life Skills lessons, some of the Pathway 2 students have been learning how to
work safely in a kitchen and the names and uses of different kitchen equipment. We had
a lesson in the school kitchen where we practised safe cutting skills to make cheesy
topped potato wedges.

In Viking class during Social Communication time, we have been focusing on kindness; we
discussed situations where we show kindness and how it makes us feel. This linked in well
with the focus of our Zones of Regulation session where we identified how expected and
unexpected behaviours in others can affect how we feel and think. We have also started
some work on friendship qualities and what makes a good friend.

This week in Computing lessons, we have been creating more media. Lower school have
been creating posters about Transport (Genesis) and Rocks (Juno) using different IT tools.
Gateway and Calipso classes have been making logos for specific customers using set
criteria and different requirements. These are for a person who had started a restaurant,
and needed a logo, and the other is for a technology company that makes drones.

Upper school have been continuing to create Vector Graphics, making bubble writing /
letters or complex shapes / characters. Some examples are here:
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ALICE

This week in New Horizons, we have been playing lots of games with a focus on turn
taking. It has been great to see students enjoying this and playing together. Next week,
we will be using social communication time to work on some individual targets and
internet safety.

In Life Skills this week, we have spent a little bit more time on some team building skills in
preparation for the end of term quest. | was impressed with how teams worked together
to solve an escape room and a variety of different problems. We learnt about some of the
qualities needed to be a good team player and identified some of these in ourselves and
other teammates.

In English, we had an assessment week. | was very impressed with how most students
responded to this and many showed resilience and perseverance when finding some
questions difficult. All students that completed these should be very proud of themselves.
Those that finished early were asked to start thinking about concepts for a fantasy video
game. We will be starting to look at the hero’s journey alongside The Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe’, and all students will be creating a game that follows a quest narrative.

Pathway 2 classes have concentrated on mastering their
skill and knowledge of multiplying and dividing decimals
by powers of 10 (using a physical resource if needed -
shown in the first picture) so that they can convert unit
lengths.

. We have then calculated perimeters of various shapes

- and along with Pathway 1 worked out missing sides of
compound shapes to calculate their perimeters... very
impressed with the use of Lego and magnetic tiles to
support our learning and
understanding and how
quickly the students have
adapted to the new ways and
styles of the lessons. Camron
also drew a lovely conversion dinosaur
to help him remember how to convert
between the measurements. Caleb and
Henry used the Lego to make
compound shapes that spelt their names out and Pathway 1 classes
have focussed more on areas of shapes this week.

During our Social Communication time, Swift and Ace class joined together to do a
lesson linked to PSHE and RE based around masculinity and the views on it: historical
and current/western and how it's changing. Very impressed with the conversations that
were had around this topic.




This week in English, | have been super impressed with the focus of students
in Pathway 1. Students have been demonstrating their comprehension skills
by reading a range of texts and selecting information to respond to
questions. Later in the week, they applied their knowledge of non-fiction texts
to write their own non-fiction texts.

In Life Skills this week, the groups in Pathway 1 have been working together to
practice their teamwork skills. They started the week by completing a range of
team tasks in smaller groups before working together as a class to balance
and move a hula hoop with only one finger each. Later in the week, the
students had to use their creativity to try and make a hotwheels car go as far
as possible. All teams worked really hard at trying different methods to speed
up their cars and we ended up having to go out to the ball court as our cars
needed a longer run!

During our Social Curriculum time, Stardust has been examining and

discussing views around masculinity linked to our PSHE and R.E. topics. As a class, we
have had some in depth conversations about modern, western views on masculinity and
positive and negative influences in the mediao.

We have continued with our Energy topic this week. Pathway 2 groups have been learning
about energy transfers and ended the week with an experiment to find out whether the
height that a ball was dropped from would affect how high it bounced. We used our
investigation skills in identifying variables, and discussed the energy transfers that were
taking place as the ball changed position.

Pathway 1 groups have been considering the efficiency of different electrical appliances,
their power ratings and the cost of running an appliance. We discussed the different
types of energy meters we have in our homes and how they are used.

There has been some fantastic work by all students this week who have demonstrated
some great maths skills too.

We have also welcomed our new science teacher Laural Laura shares the teaching of
pathway 1 groups and has her own pathway 2 groups. Laura has been getting to know all
of her classes, with some of them being busy linking their understanding of energy and
launching mini rockets!



W

PLAYSTATIONe
Network

e-safety 2o

Online Gaming
Gaming is increasingly with young people. Consoles and PCs are particularly popular
and so young people can play games against other people all around the world.

Online Gaming:
Who Plays Games Online?

O

) 55% of 5-7s () 80% of 8-11s (&) 86% of 12-15s

Spending time gaming can be a great way to zone out, let off some steam or
communicate with people and enjoy common interests. There is a small minority of
people that don't really use it for the right reasons or use it negatively. Competition can
bring out the best in people, but also the worst. Young people can feel safe to say and
do things behind their screen and become “keyboard warriors” that say and do things
that they wouldn't if face to face with the person. It is really important to make sure that
everyone using the Internet is using it safely and being kind.

Strangers & Personal Information
Another danger of online gaming is that strangers and scammers are present and can
ask for personal information about the young person or about their parents, which if
done by voice isn't recorded anywhere and can be harder to trace or record.

It is really important that people playing games online are aware of what they are
saying, information that they may not realise they are giving out. Knowing who you are
talking to can be really difficult on online games too, as people do not use real names

and can pretend to be other people.

Advice
It can be really difficult for gamers to cope with this and not to take any attacks

personally, but it's important to go back to basics and think of the following key things

for online gamers to think about:
1. Never use usernames that give out your real name or other information
2. If it makes you angry or worried, stop
3. If someone says something you don't like, block and report them if you can,
change the room, change the game or play offline

4. If it's making you be a negative person to others, take a break and reflect on how

you could react differently

Parents will be concerned when a child reports something to them, be wary about
banning the use of a console because of other people being nasty, it can lead to the
young person being more secretive if/when it happens again. Being open and honest

about how an online game might have people on there that might say things and

giving support on what to do next is a much better response.
For more advice on gaming aimed towards young people, look at ThinkUKnow's page




The Fusion Academy Reward Tickets
Students can earn tickets for doing things that are ‘above and beyond'. For example,
for doing some amazing work, behaving really well, or doing something especially kind
or helpful. When the whole school earns 100 tickets, we all get a reward.

Tickets have been earned this week by:

Freddie Jude

Ade Henry

Well donel

Overall Ticket Total = 6

* Parent Meeting with SLT: Thur 2 Feb
* Parents’ Evening: Wed 29 March

* ‘Meet the Teacher’ Day: Wed 28 June




‘ St Leicestershire
HM Government County Council

Making sense
of numbers

Tracking Household Income
and Expenditure Code 225N238N

3rd and 10th February 2023

9.30amto 11.30am FREE

Minimising Household Hcl-lmara:r
Costs Code 22SN239N Courses

3rd and 10th February 2023 Rt
12.30pm to 2.30pm the course code to boak

your place

Calculating and Reducing
Travel costs Code 225N241N

17th and 24th February 2023
9.30amto 11.30am

Applications and Games
using Maths Skills Code 225N240N

17th and 24th February 2023
12.30pmto 2.30pm

To book your place call
FREEphone 0800 988 0308.

Hinckley Library ISI'CILLSq
Lancaster Road, Hinckley, LE10 OAT FOR LIFE

https://openthinkingpartnership.co.uk/fusion-academy/

office@thefusionacademy.co.uk
Contact Number: 01455 243689




