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2nd December 2022

Hi All,

It's been a foggy, frozen week as winter suddenly appears. However, with two weeks to go
until the festive break, the learning here continues with some absolutely wonderful
lessons around school.

After last Friday's discussion around supporting the Guinea Pigs, there has been
continued discussion around how best to support them in their new home. The students
have all begun to understand shared responsibility and what that means in a society.
This has seen our older students offering support oand words of advice to our younger
students in a kind and nurturing way - easing a lot of the fears around their new home.

| have had the privilege of being able to spend some time in classrooms this week and
really enjoyed seeing some great work being completed in English with Swift Class, where
the students had to complete o variety of tasks with just one hand to have a
multi-sensory experience of what it might have been like for Aron Ralston, the
mountaineer after his experiences that inspired the film 127 hours. It was great to see and
hear how the students discussed what it felt like, how they might solve certain problems
they faced, and finally what it would have been like for Ralston himself.

This is a final reminder from me that next week is our Festive Fusion Fayre. Every class
has contributed to the event and we're all looking forward to welcoming you to school to
show what we have created. There will be different activities, crafts and food for you to
experience, and we're all looking forward to sharing some Christmas cheer with you.

We sent a letter out this week for our trip to the theaotre in January, please remember to
get your responses in to school, so we know what numbers we have. If you have any
queries regarding the trip, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

As ever, | wish you all a peaceful and restful weekend,

Tunde



We have had a jom packed week. Steadily getting ready for the winter break and
continuing to build relationships and friendships across the school, and showing
resilience with their lessons.

Alfie has been very creative with his beyblade arena this week, explaining it all to new
stoff members. Maverick used the tablet to take a record of his spaghetti and
marshmallow tower, turns out he's got some great camera skillsl Hannah started to make
her advent calendar and yes we have been enjoying Christmas music already!

We have explored our classroom and made maps in Geography and used food to show
taking away in Maths. The last photo shows a very proud Harry after completing a short
RnB dance workout during a movement break! He was great at it!

GENESIS

This week, we have been using our cooking skills to
make savoury and sweet pasties. We had so much
fun exploring the different flavours and developing
our independence in the kitchen.

On Wednesday, we were working on following

~ directions in order to find our way around different
places. To do this, we followed a trail around the
forest while blindfolded and Freddie gave us
directionsl!

{ . We have been making scientific observations
N of our mouldy bread samples, and we have
determined that the floors are the areas with
the most bacteria and Vincent has
| hypothesised that this is because we bring
i bacteria in from outside on our shoes. We all
agreed this was a reasonable conclusion
based on the outside areq, floors and shoes being the saomples
with the most mould growth. We have decided to save you from
having to see the samples, but rest assured, there is a good range
of fluffy moulds growing!




In Gateway last Friday, we found out about the work of the artist Andy Goldsworthy who
uses nature to create all sorts of wonderful art pieces. He always makes sure he
photographs his creations, because they are designed to melt back into the environment
throughout the passage of time. We made our own nature designs:

And in English we have been having a lot of fun role playing and learning about
playscripts!

CALIPSO

We made a “Woolton Pie" this week to end our WWII food project. It
contained some unusual ingredients, but actually smelled quite nicel
Students took them home for their families to try.

Students played maths gomes together to practise some of their mental
maths skills while learning about collaboration and winning and losing.
We had our first read-through of our playscript “Kindertransport” and
learned that quite a few of our students have had starring roles in plays
and stage performances before.




SHARON

This week in our Art lessons, we have been reflecting on what we have learnt this term,
what we have enjoyed and what else we would like to do going forward. Everyone in New
Horizons wanted to carry on practising the techniques we have been learning about
recently and Allegra monoprinted a dog, which can be seen below. It really does have the
‘wow factor’!

We started to get all ‘Christmassy in Curriculum Choice and baked little mince pie caokes;
they turned out really well and smelled amazing!

In Viking class, we have also started getting into the Christmas spirit by making
Christmas decorations and we have worked out the order for taking turns to open our
chocolate advent calendar.

We are preparing for the Festive Fusion Fayre in Ace class
and will have different stalls including “guess the staff
member”, “lucky lolly" and a snowball tin-can alley. Damon

also sculpted these models as decorations too.

In maths lessons, Ace has moved forward really well in
looking ot data and statistics, identifying discrete and
continuous data and showing how it can be represented in
graph form.

In curriculum choice this week, the foresters finished off the shelter with a tarpaulin roof
so that it is waterproof. The next thing to add is the bench inside across the back. Owen
and Damon also started to build some instruments for our musical area from some PVC

pipe.




ALICE

This week in English, we have been looking at the holocaust. Everyone was able to
empathise with its victims and showed an excellent prior knowledge of the topic. We
looked at some images of different buildings from the comp and Ace students did
particularly well at inferring meaning from the images, pointing out that height
differences can show hierarchical status. We then moved onto writing descriptions and
redrafting them. Edward and Caleb in particular wrote some excellent pieces.

In New Horizons this week, we started to maoke some of our contributions for Fusion Fest.
The labels for our products are looking great and everyone did their bit to prepare. We
are looking forward to carrying on with that next week. We also practised extracting
information from explanations and students drew or painted a scene based on a written
description. This was a nice relaxing session that helped everyone to stay regulated as
we head towards Christmas.

In Curriculum Choice, the animal care group had a visit from Jacob'’s guinea pigs, Honey
and Caramel. Everyone loved seeing them and agreed they were very cutel We enjoyed
hearing about their favourite foods and their first trip to the vets!

Bav +7=2 mt] We've been using lots of hands-on (concrete) material and resources,
T4+ 2= including the Tuff Tray, to help with our learning in all 4 upper closses

2 ="6
NG= )

that | teach maths in this week - Viking, New Horizons, Swift and
Stardust. Ade's work on the whiteboard here shows him solving
‘equations with unknowns on both sides" and the counters below show
how Jacob in Swift class had some help to represent a sequence of
numbers that he then plotted onto a groph to make
a linear groph.

In Viking class, we've used the Tuff Tray to sort out
various pieces of information and data into the
correct columns aofter learning new terminology and
keywords [qualitative, quantitative, discrete and
continuous]!

In PSHE with Swift class, there was lots of role-play to represent
romantic relationships and different aspects of it; how much, little
or not at all would they include different parts in their
relationships, for example sharing finances.

And finally, it is time for the advent calendar to come out! We have
shared the 24 days equally, with day 25 to be for all 6 Swift boys -
Josh was very kind to swap his name with Jacob because Josh’'s
name was pulled first. Each day they will receive a small gift.




20 Es Lots of great discussions and ‘what if conversation in English

- this week. Swift and Stardust have started to look at the
autobiography of Aron Ralston ‘Between o Rock and a Hard
Place’ which details his 2003 accident resulting in the
amputation of his arm. We have discussed what high-adrenaline
activities we would be willing to try. John, Owen and Alfie all
agreed that parachuting and sky-diving seemed exciting. On
Thursday, students in both classes had to apply their problem
solving skills in order to do some every-day activities with their
non-dominant hand. Luke, Felix, Ade and Henry were very
resourceful and managed to open a water bottle, open and eat
some crisps and write their name in record timel In Swift, Owen
offered some well thought out consequences of the accident,
such as possible physical restrictions and mental strain.

In Ace, we started the week by trying out a variety of tools and strategies to help with
regulating. The students were also able to reflect on which activities were ‘alerting’ (great
for the blue zone') and which were ‘calming’. In Wider Curriculum, we spent some time
looking at the Kindertransport and students were able to make
connections to ‘Goodnight Mister Tom’ which they watched in English.
The students also shared their knowledge of concentration comps and
considered the long term impact of the holocaust.

In curriculum choice, students have been spending the last few weeks
on completing independent media projects. Caleb is working on his
stop motion sonic series, Henry has been watching and writing reviews
for Godzilla: Singular Point, Zaone is using his IT skills to create an
animation video on scratch and Ethan is continuing to try out different
advertising techniques.

On Thursday in Stardust, we started our advent calendar - there will be a new joke to
share each day and a little chocolate treat for the student who opens the calendar (we
will all take it in turns).

It's been another busy week in the science room! Viking, Ace and New Horizons have all
started a new topic on Forces. Students have enjoyed exploring different objects, toys
and gadgets to learn about different types of contact and non-contact forces. A
favourite was probably making paper aeroplanes to demonstrate air resistancel Jude
demonstrated great enquiry skills this week, putting different ideas to the test to observe
magnetism.

Swift and Stardust have been learning about energy stores and energy transfers. Leah,
Felix and Luke made a great team investigating how drop height affects the bounce of a
bouncy ball and everyone put in a fantastic effort with their calculations to calculate
gravitational potential energy!



e-safety

Social Media and Mental Health
Social media use has increased hugely over the last few years, and was a vital and
quite positive part of the COVID-19 lockdowns, as people were able to keep in touch
and get some element of social interaction. Social media can, however, have negative
effects on young people. It can also be difficult to spot these effects or blame social
media because of the “relationship” that we build up with certain apps that can
become addictive.

Algorithms
We have been learning about algorithms (a set of instructions used to carry out a task)
in computing lessons across the school, and it is a word that is more commonplace
due to the discussions of social media algorithms. Understanding how the platforms
rank the content we consume on social media (for example, sports news), we will see the
latest sports content on our feed. If a user interacts with or sees content that causes
harm or upset, this will be recommended to them in the future. This is why it is
important to interact with social media when feeling positive, as negativity will be
reflected back to the user.

Hiding content
Users of social media have the ability to hide content that they do not wish to see.
Each social media platform has a way to hide certain posts, and this can help to tailor
what you see, but more importantly, what you don't.

Communication
Again, talking to your child about the effects of social media, what to do, who to talk to
and how to control what they see is really important to ensuring that they understand
the implications for them and the possible dangers.

This topic will be covered in more detail next week, as it has lots of different aspects to
it.

Further reading: Left to their own devices: social media and mental health | Barnardo's

If there are any specific topics that you would like advice about, please email
office@thefusionacademy.co.uk using the subject “eSafety".




The Fusion Academy Reward Tickets
Students can earn tickets for doing things that are ‘above and beyond'’. For example,
for doing some amazing work, behaving really well, or doing something especially kind
or helpful. When the whole school earns 100 tickets, we all get a reward.

Tickets have been earned this week by:

Callum Josh B Bradley

Lennon Edward Jude

Edmund

Well donel

Overall Ticket Total = 12

DiaryiDates

* Festive Fusion Fayre: Thur 8 Dec (2pm - 3pm)

* Christmas Break: Mon 19 Dec - Mon 2 January (school opens again on 3 Jan)




