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4th November 2022
INTRODUCTION

Hi All,

It has been another great week at school and I'd like to praise the students in school for
contributing to the general positive attitude in and around school. There have been lots
of smiles and jokes shared which has been great.

It is our Poppy Appeal next week, the price list is below. | know you will have received an
email about this too. Students will have the opportunity to contribute towards the appeal
and on Friday we will be sending a small group of students out to pay our respects to
those we have lost through war.
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Zip Pull Reflector

SUGGESTED DEINATION: £1 SUGGESTED DONATION: £
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Silicon Wristband Snap Band

SUGGESTEDDONATION: £ SUGGESTED DONATION, £1.50
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Children in Need is coming up this month (18th November), we are going to acknowledge
this day by wearing bright coloured tops. A donation of £1 would be great to put towards
the cause. I'll send out a reminder closer to the time with any additional activities we may
put on.

And finally, we are going to be hosting a Festive Fusion Fayre this winter. One of our
students has taken it upon themselves to create a Festive version of our annual event
and we can't wait to show you what we've got in store... so watch this spacel It will take
place in the aofternoon on December 8th.



Once again, | hope you have a peaceful and enjoyable weekend.
See you all next week,

Tunde

Juno has had a lovely week. We started out by continuing with our work on Diaries and
first person in English, then in Science we have made predictions on the meltability of
cheesel Results due to be found out on Friday.

On Thursday, most of us paid a visit to Green Towers in Hinckley and it was wonderfull
There were lots of positive interactions, trying new things and showing bravery and
resilience, especially to those who tried out the climbing wall - pupils were patient,
listened excellently and faced the challenge. Maverick's main goal was to pretend to be
Spiderman and he did a great jobl!

Juno and Genesis have spent lots of time together this week, a new favourite goame is to
feed the staff weird and wonderful plastic food creations from their restaurant. Some
interesting concoctions to say the least.

GENESIS

What o great week we have had in Genesis! We have been working our scientific minds
with some different experiments looking at the states of matter.

We made some water cycle models that show how evaporation, condensation and
precipitation work. Our next experiment is looking at the rate of evaporation in different
environments. Our results aren’t ready yet, but we have made some reasonable
predictions.

Vincent gave us an interesting ‘Fact of The Day™:
hot water freezes quicker than cold water. We all

agreed that it sounded a bit strange so Vincent

and Freddie set it up to test. It turns out that the
cold sample froze quickerl!
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Edmund wrote a quiz to go along with our science
lessons too. He made quite the quizmaster!

Genesis joined Juno at Green Towers again this
week, and it was amazing to see the team work
and kind interactions between them. We have
spent a lot of time in and out of each other’s classrooms this week building friendships
and coming up with new things to play and do.

Well done to Edmund who braved the roller skates with Amiee in the sports hall at Green
Towers, almost a roller skate master!



This week in Gateway we have been really enjoying our Computer lessons with Tom. It was
really tricky getting the Robot Mice to go exactly the way we wanted them to:
= i .

red from the fright!

-

Amongst all the fun activities, we continue to work super hard in Maths, English and all
our other subjects making the Gateway staff all really proud of usl!

CALIPSO

We learned about seasonal fruit and vegetables this week. Mason impressed us with his
knowledge of what we could plant or harvest in the Autumn and Winter. We also made
pumpkin and carrot soup as we had lots of it left after Halloween. Our wartime cooking
lessons have shown us how to use food more sustainably.

Our PE lesson was fun on Tuesday as the students invented their own
version of dodgeball on scooter boards!

In Science, we learned how to use an oscilloscope. Ady enjoyed making
lots of different noises to see how it affected the sound waves.




SHARON

For our Arts Award lessons, in the

Upper School, we have been learning

about the work of street artists and using what we
have found out to inspire our own artwork. We have
have learnt how the famous street artist Banksy uses
stencils to speed up the process of making their art
when they are on the street to avoid getting caught. We then went on to create our own
stencil for a graffiti tag that we designed.

We have also considered the question as to whether we think graoffiti is art or vandalism,
and the factors that might influence our opinion.

In our wider curriculum lessons with Viking this week, we have been learning about the
causes and consequences of war. We have also learnt about how the British and German
governments used propaganda during World War Il to influence how people thought and
to get them to be involved in the war effort. The students then went on to create their
own propaganda posters, using slogans and images.

In Personal Development Viking class have been learning all about respect; what respect
means and why it is important. The students were able to give some very insightful
contributions to the lesson.

Computing lessons this week have been continuing
the work on Algorithms and Programming. We have
moved on to using micro:bits.

We researched technology that assists people and
then created microbit programs that help people to
communicate through simple icons or sounds.
Students became very creative with the 5 x 5 grid of
leds to create icons that could be used in different
contexts.

Students have also been making games, getting the
microbits to communicate with each other through
bluetooth, and controlling other microbits remotely from
a central microbit. We even made an alarm system to tell
us when someone opened doors in the classroom when
we weren't there.

In the forest curriculum choice option, students began to
clear some paths and make different areas for different
subjects and activities. We made sure to save what we
could that could be used in the future. This included
twigs and leaves for the bug hotel we will make later on
this term.




The highlight of this week was a visit from a bearded dragon. Allegrao, Connie and Camron
loved handling her, and the animal care group even tried feeding her a locust! There were
a lot of screams when Bradley accidentally dropped it! We learnt how to clean out the
bearded dragon, what they eat, and a bit more about how to read their body language.

In English, we have been looking at speeches from the Second World War. We are now
Qaining a better understanding of the power of language and how Hitler used this to
persuade people to vote for him. Everyone has started writing a speech to deliver to the
class to persuade them to vote for them as Prime Minister. | can’t wait to hear some of
these as some students have really gone above and beyond with their accompanying
presentation. Jude, Ethan, Zane, Caleb and
Edward deserve recognition for this. Good luck
to all candidates!

In Wider Curriculum, we have been looking at
the causes of war and creating our own
propaganda posters. These are looking
fantastic, and I'm hoping they will soon be
finished so that we can create a display board.

In PSHE, New Horizons focused on building
positive peer relationships and played a few
different gomes together. Everyone seemed to
have enjoyed playing Giant Jenga and had lots to tell me about the lesson when | came
back from teaching another lesson.

This week in maths, we've been concentrating so hard on
lots of different activities | have neglected to take any
photos!

In Viking, we have explored online with Geogebra how
changing the value we add or subtract to y = x moves the
line graph (photo from Geogebra to demonstrate what we
produced). The boys showed great understanding that
the lines kept the same gradient but moved up/down the
y-axis and crossed wherever the ? was in the equation of
y=x+7.

In half of New Horizons and Swift classes we have
continued to work on probability and challenged ourselves to demonstrate outcomes
using probability trees. The other half of New Horizons have wowed the staff working with
them about their recall of sequences and describing whether they are linear or
non-linear. We discovered Fibonacci”" and really liked that sequence: 1,1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, ...
[can you work out how the sequence works?]

In Stardust, we have continued to work on different ways to represent and then interpret
data; mostly recall work from previous years, but Leah and Felix have been challenged
with cumulative frequency and box plots this week... Felix had an extra challenge to drow
out histograoms and he understood it very quickly!




SAM

This week in English, Stardust and Swift have been continuing to look at
autobiographies. We have focused on how writers use artefacts from their lives to help
write their memories and students in Stardust had a go at creating their own ‘museum of
me’ in which students selected important objects from their lives and explained their
importance - have a look at the examples below. On Thursday, we played some party
games to inspire memories of childhood. In Stardust, Luke showed his amazing precision
skills by accurately pinning the tail on Eeyore twice and John and Alfie from Swift were
fantastic at sleeping lions.

Museum of Me

Museum of Me

X-Box

Book

Itis an important part of my life because it helps
me learn about different cultures,
writing/storytelling technigues and it also

entertains me.

_ In wider curriculum lessons with Ace this week, we have looked at
It Jatte)* some of the causes of and consequences of war including the
displacement of groups of people and refugees. We also looked
at how British and German governments used propaganda to
motivate people to be involved in the war effort and students
had a go at creating their own propaganda posters.

Our Cou



This week students in Viking, Ace and New Horizons have been learning how to write word
equations to describe what happens in chemical reactions. They have been identifying
reactants and products in equations. They tested their understanding using online
quizzes and both Jude and Daomon got some great scores!

Students in Swift and Stardust finished their topic on the heart with finding out about
some of the causes and treatments of heart disease. They then moved on to learning
about a different organ system - the respiratory system. Students made models of a lung
using balloons, bottles and straws. The models had moving parts which really helped

students to see what happens when we breathe in and out. This is Leah’'s model which
worked really welll




e-safety

TikTok

This week, TikTok has announced to users that some of its workers
in China have access to data of accounts in the UK and European
Union. This opens up a lot of questions about data privacy, but also
the bigger picture of “big data® being passed to the Government in
China.

Data
The worry about this is that personal data may be shared with others (potentially
breaking our UK / EU laws), but also the bigger implications of “big data” (large sets of
data that are used to show trends or an overview of human behaviours / interactions).
In the worst case scenario, this data could be used against the country to either
understand or even influence citizens.

Users
TikTok had reached 1 billion active monthly users in January this year, with a lot of these
being younger (below 25). The amount of users means that there are all sorts of
different people with different interests and that then appeals to a wide range of users.

Content
The sheer amount of users and content that is uploaded daily means that all sorts of
content is available to see. Usually, a child's feed would be filled with whatever they
search for, engage with, or watch - however, all content is accessible. This can cause
problems, for example age restricted content (such as, language in song lyrics, drug /
alochol themes, self harm / suicide, or sexually suggestive content).

Discussions & Communication
As always, my advice is to discuss what you can with your child, be interested and get
involved in what they do on devices rather than take an approach that seems like you
are spying. Being open about content that exists online and the dangers gives young
people the chance to make good decisions and also normalises discussions around
anything that they might find difficult to understand.

See the BBC News article on the TikTok data sharing here:
TikTok says staoff in China can access UK and EU user data - BBC News

Advice on TikTok for parents: TikTok app safety - What parents need to know

If there are any specific topics that you would like advice about, please email
office@thefusionacademy.co.uk using the subject “eSafety".



https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-63494951
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/esafety-news/tik-tok-app-safety-what-parents-need-to-know/
mailto:office@thefusionacademy.co.uk

Other News

Next week is “Talk Money Week", so Katie and Tom will be delivering some money-related
maths and computing lessons to Upper School around this theme, instead of the
current topic; there are resources to talk about money as a family on the website here:

httpos://maps.org.uk/talk-money-week/ should you need them, but do please contact us

if you want any extra support with this topic. We will go back to the current topic from
Friday.
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* Children in Need: Friday 18th November
* Christmas Break: Monday 19th December - Mon 2nd January (school opens

again on 3rd January)

https://openthinkingpartnership.co.uk/fusion-academ
ffi thefusion m

Contact Number: 01455 243689



https://maps.org.uk/talk-money-week/
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https://openthinkingpartnership.co.uk/fusion-academy/
mailto:office@thefusionacademy.co.uk

