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INTRODUCTION
Hello,

It's a little strange writing this, as I've not done one since | first arrived. However, I've had a
wonderful first week looking after the school and look forward to continuing the amazing
Fusion journey I've had so far. We've enjoyed welcoming back the students after their
break, hearing what they've been doing.

This week, we started our new pick up procedure at the end of the day and I'd like to
thank the students and their adults for working with us on this. Our best time so far is 10
minutes, so that's our benchmark to beat as the year progresses!

It's Halloween afternoon, Monday 31st, so please send your children with a change of
clothes if they want to take part. Those in upper school will have a chance to spend time
with their tutors for a spooky afternoon session.

If anyone does not wish to take part in our Halloween session, we will provide an
olternative.

I'd like to sign off by saying a huge thank you to the stoff and students for their hard
work and positive attitudes this week, despite the changes. We are a great team at The
Fusion Academy and that has really shone through this week. I'm looking forward to the
half-term ahead and all the excitement and learning that will bring.

Tunde



This week has been busy!

We have done lots of team building and spending time with classroom Genesis
experimenting with ooblek and making corn flour mud. Juno also did their first trip to
Green Towers this week, which was extremely exciting, and it was lovely to see our
students embracing a new environment and trying out new things.

We have started reading our new class book ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid', and have recently
learned about the cheese touch. More of this to comel

We have explored places around the school on a texture hunt in art, and are learning
about first person writing in English. Juno are also a fan of the science max videos, and
we have used them to inspire future mini experiments.

GENESIS

This week we have had a very enjoyable first week after the half term holiday. In maths, we
did lots of practical activities and problem solving. We enjoyed solving the puzzles which
were tricky and we had to use trial and error when solving it. In English, we have been
going over our key skills and thinking about how we can change different stories and
thinking of alternative versions of different stories.

On Wednesday, we explored the school grounds looking
for leaves and seeds. We were surprised to see so many
different types of leaves and seeds.

For RE and Art this week, we looked at Diwali and
created our own pictures of the wonderful fireworks and
lights.

On Thursday, we had our first week at Green Towers
which was great fun. We completed lots of activities
including a climbing wall, a BMX track and a gaming
area.




Another busy week in Gateway class. We are finding out about the rise of Adolf Hitler and
the Nazis in History - why they were able to get into power in the first place and then go
on to commit the atrocities that we know so much about now. In English, we have been
finding out about the Diary of Anne Frank in preparation for our activities in the coming
weeks. One of the students commented, ‘It is such an amazing story because it is true’. We
have all been reflecting on the life she would have had and we agreed that she would
have gone on to become a very gifted writer or maybe a journalist. This helps us to think
about what we could do in the future based on our current interests and we have started
our Curriculum Choice activities this week with these ideas in mind.

Here is a selection of some of the pictures we took last term, but didn't get a chance to
share: Our diagram of the effects of poor sleep on the body; and Emilia and Daniel
shooting up the Climbing Wall at Green Towers at record speed!
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We've been learning about rationing and nutrition in our DT lessons and
we made some pancakes to learn about using easily
available ingredients. Students followed a recipe by B
themselves and were able to clean the kitchen up after , X
the lesson as a team. e
In science, we moved around different stations to
conduct some practical investigations into sound
waves. We really liked the sound the slinky made ofter it
had been amplified through the cup. We have started to learn about

~ control and algorithms in computing and while some

I' students used the robot mouse to move around a maze,
others were able to continue to
develop their
skills using
the
Makey-Makey
equipment.
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SHARON

All of the upper school classes (Viking, Ace, New Horizons, Swift and Stardust) have made
a start on our collaborative wall hanging project. Our topic this term is My World and we
started this off by researching street artists and then we got creative by tie dying an
individual fabric panel.

A highlight of the week has to be when Viking class were asked during their History
lesson what they could remember about the events of WW2 and the students performed
a spontaneous role play. They .
remembered so many facts and
we saw some great acting too!
You can see us role playing in
the photo below:

We've started our new topics across the school in Computing lessons this week. All
students have been working on Algorithms and Programming. It's been great to see
students making robots follow instructions, solve problems logically and breaking down
problems and instructions into smaller steps.

My curriculum choice group (Forest) has come up with

§ some great ideas for the forest, and we hope to create

@, some great areas down in the spaces that we will clear. So
far, we have a list of:

Fire starting / campfire cooking
Den building / shelter building
Whittling
Music area
Improving the seating / making more places to sit
Weatherproof board for activity ideas / gomes
Weatherproof hut for shelter if it starts raining
Nature watch using the nature camera
Camouflage competition
Bug hotel
Knots
Treasure hunt

e Researching the types of trees / plants and animals
So we've got plenty to be getting on with!




ALICE

This week in English, New Horizons, Ace and Viking have been learning about World War |l
and Anne Frank. We have started to read parts of her diary to understand what life was
like for her, and we are using this to create an advice sheet for someone who might be
going into hiding. To help students understand where a person might hide, we all played
hide and seek. Everyone was excellent at hiding in both groups and individually, and
there were some very creative hiding places. Damon, Caden, Lennon, Connie, Callum and
Camron all managed to stay hidden for an entire lesson!

During Wider Curriculum, New Horizons has started to look at History, Geography, RE
and Citizenship. These subjects are currently being linked to World War Il and everyone
has really embraced the new topics. Callum in particular has shown an excellent
understanding of how and why World War Il started, whilst Theo has shown us how much
he knows about the countries of the world. It has been great to see everyone participate
in lessons and show resilience when discussions became difficult surrounding the
Holocaust.

I've enjoyed being a bit sneaky with Swift class and
half of New Horizons class this week as they've
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‘loaded dice” and when we did some experiments to %5 woioses
show the spread of data, some of the students were fi'f‘: e
definitely baoffled as to why they were getting lots l o U eeSs
more 6s than any other number from their rolls! But, | &=

it was good to show different frequency distributions § =y
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and Alfie came up with a tricky sum for me to calculate whilst they
worked independently... It kept me going for a good while and " i e e
certainly reminded me of some basic skills!

Whilst the weather has been
turning chillier and wetter, the
boys in Swift have movement

3 breaks doing crafts or puzzles
FRL e indoors a bit more and were
i *:——_s-.—-?:?-\ 4 proud of completing this

| science puzzle, which Jacob
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orTHEMOON”  MAGH from Ace class started in

breakfast club with Laura B.




I've had some great lessons this week in English with both Swift and Stardust. We have
had a fun first week back with both a sweet shop and baking learning experience in
which we used our senses to describe food. It also sparked some lovely conversations
about childhood memories including ‘toxic waste’ sweets and how sour they were. We
have also been looking at Roald Dahl's autobiography ‘Boy and exploring how he creates
nostalgic memories.

In Wider Curriculum, Ace has been exploring the topic of WWII within Geography, History
and Citizenship & R.E. all students have participated well in the tasks and we have had
some mature conversations about the causes and effects of war. In Citizenship, the
students really enjoyed creating their own political party.

Swift and Stardust have been learning all about the circulatory system this week.
Students have had the opportunity to make a blood model using a variety of foods to
represent different components of the blood. We have been learning the names of the
blood vessels and finding out about the journey of blood through our heart.

Ace, Viking and New Horizons have started their chemistry topic. Students have been
carrying out different experiments and observing what happens to decide if they show
chemical or physical reactions. Our favourite was probably the one that produced lots of
bubbles of gas, although the vinegar made it a bit smelly.



e-safety

ITHINK
This is a topic that | have mentioned in the newsletter previously, but | feel it is always
worth reminding parents and also for parents of new students.

We teach children to “Think before you speak” and this is exactly the same idea that
needs to be applied to online conversations or private messages sent between people.

Misunderstanding tone
@ It's so easy to misunderstand a message depending on how you're feeling

at the time, oand it's important to think about that when sending

messages - how clear is it? How can you make it sound sarcastic if that is
Delivered the intention?

Consequences
The police can be informed and get involved, and with proof that messages have been
sent or comments have been made, with a date and time stamp too, there is very little
argument that can be made. More positivity on the Internet is needed, and so the best
thing to do before posting anything is | THINK:

| - Intent - what are you trying to achieve - can you achieve it with your message?
T - True - Is it true?

H - Helpful - Who does it help?

| - Inspire - Does it inspire others?

N - Necessary - Is it needed to be said?

K - Kind - Does the message hurt anyone? +31AY SAFE + BE RIND -

If at any point there is no answer, you can stop and delete anything you've typed
already. It gives you time to think about what you want to say, it may turn out that a lot

of the time it's not worth saying anything!

If there are any specific topics that you would like advice

about, please email office@thefusionacademy.co.uk
using the subject “eSafety".
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* Christmas Break: Mon 19 Dec - Mon 2 January (school opens again on 3 Jan)
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