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HEADTEACHER INTRODUCTION
Hello,

We have had a very eco-friendly week. Students have helped to plant some trees and we
have set up a brand new Eco-Committee.

The trees we planted have an interesting story
behind them. Back when Newlands Primary
School was on this site, the students there
planted some trees from seeds. They looked after
them for many years and helped them to grow
into young trees. When the old Newlands Primary
School was knocked down, the trees were dug up
and kept safe. When the Fusion Academy was
finished, these trees were given to us so that we
can plant them back in their original home. The
students (overseen by Keith) took great care with
planting these special trees and we look forward
to seeing them grow over the years.

This week we had our first ever Eco-Committee meeting. Our Eco team are: Connie,
Robbie, Tommy, Theo and Inigo. Now we have formed our eco committee, the next step is
to complete an environmental checklist to assess which of the 10 eco-schools topics we
need to work on first.

For more information on what our eco committee will be doing, visit:
https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/

Have a great weekend, Sarah.

https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/


CURIOSITY
We had a very busy and joyful week! On Monday, we planted the trees and it was lovely to
see a great team effort.

In gardening, we have been
learning about earthworms and
why they are important, as they
help to create a rich, fertile soil
which trees and plants need to
help them grow.

We had built our very own wormery to uncover the science behind how worms work
and get to see first-hand just what they're up to below the surface of the soil.

Did you know that they drag dead
leaves and plants underground,

munch on them, and then recycle
their nutrients back into the soil

through their poop! So, these
wriggly little worms have an

important job to play.

We have also enjoyed baking chocolate chip muffins, which we
got to eat in class and had enough left to take some home too.
They were delicious and we cannot wait for our next cooking
session.

As part of our Art lesson, we were
making a paper cactus. We had cut
out shapes, following a template
and glued them together. Then, we
got to decorate our cactus using
paper flowers and pastels.



EXPLORER
A superb week of learning this week! We’ve concentrated on starting our day in a more
energetic way and this has had a great impact on our work output in lessons. This
involved playing a human version of hungry hippos, ping pong target practice, blindfold
maze and a multiplication bowling alley.

In our talkabout lessons, we began to look at what type of characteristics we have and
what characteristics we would like to develop. In our Maya history unit, we looked at how
the Maya used a very different counting system to ours and used it to solve some word
problems and count like the Maya. We also planted trees which the students really
enjoyed. This prompted us to use the spades to dig for fossils which some of the students
really enjoyed. We also found fragments of what could possibly be meteorite!



ROSETTA
This week we’ve started planting trees and we all had a great time!
Inigo and Theo also followed this up with an eco-committee and being the Rosetta
members.
Theo did some further digging and found some tiles which were like puzzle pieces.
We made some lovely Mother’s Day cards and bookmarks on Friday ready for the boys to
gift on Sunday.
We’ve enjoyed our English lessons on A Midsummer Night’s Dream and looking at the play
in more detail to produce our own trailers for a film.
Music was a fun lesson using our bodies as percussion and we became a mini orchestra
being conducted by Theo!
We have also continued our assessments in both English and Maths, and I am so pleased
with the perseverance and commitment Rosetta have shown towards the completion of
them.



PIONEER

We finished off last week with some amazing team work
activities for our Social Thinking session looking at ‘The Group
Plan’. For one of the tasks, the class had to work together to
replicate the block creation on the left. Each of them were only
allowed to use a specific colour of blocks, so it took a lot of
coordination, but as you can see, their replication was
completely accurate - Well done Pioneer!

This week we have started formal assessments in English
and in Maths, completing a number of tests in reading,
spelling, arithmetic and mathematical reasoning (worded
maths questions). We’ve been so impressed with how well the
students have approached these and for understanding the
importance of completing them, which is to direct the topics
they will learn next or need to work on.

In P.E, we had 2 more successful cricket sessions. This week
we counted up our points and tried to improve our own
scores each time. Owen was the champion this week, tallying
up a total of 51 points throughout the lesson on Tuesday!
Henry watched us play for a while to help cheer us on and
see what all the fuss was about on Tuesday and then had a
go on Friday! Superb effort all round.

Henry completed his “Crisis City” model this week. It
has been a focus for movement breaks and project
time for him and Laura for the last few weeks and
we’re really impressed with the finished model.

In Science, we have been looking at cells and
tissues under the microscopes, looking at the adaptations,
variations, similarities and intricacies of plant stems, insect
wings and legs and even some organs.

Ade’s pasta bake recipe was on the menu for our cooking
lesson this week, each student made a few variations of theirs
depending on what ingredients they liked or didn’t like.

Pioneer also planted their tree this week. Josh, Ade and Owen really got stuck in (as did
Laura and Kristi) to be a little part of Fusion Academy (and Pioneer class!) history.
Everybody worked so nicely together and it was a great success. Well done Team Pioneer!



OTHER NEWS
Other bits here...

Fusion Challenge

The challenge this week was set by Henry: ‘Draw your favourite movie
character.’

This has been the most popular challenge by far, take a look at these
amazing characters …

It was a tough decision, but it was decided that Bradley was the winner with his
incredible drawing of ‘Baby Yoda’.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This week's challenge has been set by Explorer class.

Our challenge is ‘to morph two animals together to create a new animal.’

Have a go and don't forget to send us photos of all your efforts, every student that
completes the challenge will earn a ticket for our school reward system. We are
currently at 5 tickets. Send photos and new challenge ideas to
elyssa.castleford@thefusionacademy.co.uk

mailto:elyssa.castleford@thefusionacademy.co.uk


The Fusion Academy Reward Tickets
Students can earn tickets for doing things that are ‘above
and beyond’. For example, for doing some amazing work,
behaving really well, or doing something especially kind or
helpful. When the whole school earns 100 tickets, we all get
a reward. At the moment we are working towards a film
afternoon with treats.

Tickets have been earned this week by:

Ade Tommy Callum

Ruby Jay

Well Done!

Overall Ticket Total = 30

What a term it has been, nearing our last week before the Easter break. Our students
have continued to be amazing and resilient and have really taken the last six months in
their stride.

Communication with some parents this week has identified some additional areas that
we can arrange support sessions for such as eSafety and also supporting children with
independence. With time flying by so quickly we will start planning these and then will
be able to provide details at the start of next academic year.

In the meantime, we will continue to add links of support to our newsletter and we will
also be adding a section focusing on eSafety each week.



This week’s introductory section on eSafety is an overview of some of the key areas
within eSafety. From next week, each article will give more specific advice about a

particular topic. In the meantime, any questions that you have or topics that you would
like covered please email office@thefusionacademy.co.uk

Communication
Parents asking any questions about what they can do to help their children stay safe in

the modern world is key. Talking to children about what websites / apps they use is
important, and talking to children can be difficult. It’s also important to research what

is possible on the apps and how they could be used or misused.

It’s a natural thing to worry about children, especially when using technology if you are
unsure yourself about the dangers. When having any concerns about eSafety it’s all

about communication, asking for help, learning about the subject and being open and
honest. Life experience wins every time over knowledge of technology and apps as

common sense and knowing right and wrong can be applied to situations.

Opening a conversation
Children have always wanted privacy from parents (keeping diaries) and it is important
not to make the child feel like you are prying or accusing them of any wrongdoing. Be

interested in their phone use, try not to interrogate, what is important is that you know
what is safe and you’re looking out for them.

Intent
Apps and websites can be great for communicating, making us laugh and teaching us

things. They can also have features that when used in a different way can cause
concerns around safety, especially for children. It is important to know what the child is

trying to achieve in using a particular app, what is their intent?

Secrecy
Secrecy doesn’t always mean there is a concern. Children naturally want some privacy,
as we all do. A conversation asking what apps are they using and how is important, be

interested in the apps “what can they do?”, “how are they different to other apps?” is
important. Being accusatory / overprotective can cause the child to withdraw and
potentially become more secretive, which in turn can make parents more worried.

Useful sites
Think U Know for Parents Safer Internet for Parents NSPCC eSafety advice

www.thefusionacademy.co.uk office@thefusionacademy.co.uk

Contact Number: 01455 243689

mailto:office@thefusionacademy.co.uk
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
http://www.thefusionacademy.co.uk
mailto:office@thefusionacademy.co.uk

