Dorothy Goodman School

PARENT NEWSLETTER
Friday 26th March 2021

Headteachers Comments:
The end of term already! Over the last few days we have been
carrying out interviews for the Headteacher role at Dorothy
Goodman. I am delighted to inform you that having faced fierce competition Kelly Dryden
was successful in gaining the role.
There has been so much learning taking place across the school over the last few weeks
and we have seen some super progress in communication and many other skills from our
pupils. Yesterday I took two of our trustees and external adviser around our vocation
sixth form at Middlefield Lane. One group of students were busy sorting out their sewing
materials and were very proud to show and explain to us the various bags they had
created using the sewing machines. Two students were clearing up in the catering servery
kitchen and gave a very good account of what they had cooked for lunch and for how
many – 12 meals of chicken pie and an alternative sandwich option. We then met some
more students who were reviewing the menus for next term – their day for cooking is a
Thursday and they were deciding what filling for the wraps. The DIY/multi skills group
explained clearly the skills they had used to create drink coasters and upcycle some
garden benches. The gardening group were also working hard and it was good to see
them all working hard planting and weeding until we interrupted! All the visitors
commented about how impressed they were with the confidence of the students and
their ability to explain what they had been making or
growing.
I would like to express a big thank you on behalf of all the
staff to Shena (Tarell’s Mum) who has made some beautiful
food for all the staff once again this term. We are all very
appreciative of all your hard work and effort to give us such
lovely treats.
More lateral flow test kits are being sent home to our
secondary students again today. If you and your child are taken part in this scheme
please continue to help your child to test twice each week over the break as well as on
Sunday night or Monday morning before we return to school. Please also remember to
record the tests with NHS Track and Trace as well as school – thank you for all your help
and cooperation with this.
I hope you enjoy the spring break (hoping the weather will be better than today!)
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COVID GUIDANCE
National Guidance

Dorothy Goodman School & Cleveland House response

All pupils are expected in school from
Monday 8th March, unless they have
a shielding letter.

If you have received a shielding letter please contact school to discuss.

Secondary aged pupils to wear masks

We encourage secondary aged pupils to wear face masks if they can
taking into account their needs
Please send in more than one mask so that this can be changed at
suitable times during the day e.g. after eating.

Lateral flow tests for students. We
will be sending home more COVID-19
testing kits with your child tonight.

Please make sure your child tests themselves or help them to take the
test twice a week on a Monday morning (if possible and, if not Sunday
night) and Thursday morning (if possible and, if not Wednesday night).
If you think this may be difficult please contact us and we will discuss
what will be best - including possible continued testing at school. Your
child should continue testing twice a week, at home, throughout the
Easter school holidays. This does not replace testing for those with
symptoms. If you have symptoms you must self-isolate and go for a PCR
test.

Lateral Flow tests for staff

Lateral flow tests will be available for staff

a high temperature – this means the person feels hot to touch on their
chest or back
Please remember not to send your
child into school if they show any of
the following symptoms

a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an
hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if they usually have a
cough, it may be worse than usual)
a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means the person
cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to
normal
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CALENDAR
DATE

EVENT

LOCATION

Monday 29th March - Friday 9th April 2021

Easter Break

School Closed to students

Monday 12th April 2021

Back to school

School reopens to students

Monday 3rd May 2021

Bank Holiday

School Closed

Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June 2021

Half Term

School Closed to students

USEFUL RESOURCES
Downs Syndrome Association - Wellbeing

www.thinkuknow.co.uk

www.internetmatters.org

https://parentinfo.org/

www.lgfl.net

www.net-aware.org.uk

www.ltai.info/staying-safe-online

www.saferinternet.org.uk

To report a child protection concern

https://safetonet.com/en-gb/landing-pages/covid/

LUNCHES
w/c 12th April 2021

-

Week 1 Menu (New menu at the end of the newsletter)

Our up to date lunch menus for Primary and Secondary can be found by clicking this link:
Lunch Menus
School Meal Primary meals: £2.20 per day
School Meal Senior meals: £2.45 per day
Please keep the office updated with any dietary requirements for your child. School Meals can be paid for via Arbor.
Information regarding eligibility for Free School Meals is available through County Hall:
LCC - Free School Meals or contact School Food Support Service. Tel: 0116 305 5770.
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NOTICES
Find information for children and young people with special educational needs and
disabilities all in one place - this is known as Leicestershire's 'Local Offer'.
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs-and-disability
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THIS WEEK IN PICTURES
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK
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EYFS / KS 1
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